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BRANDON, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 1838.

YOL:

hd know the time. Read | Thes. iv, 13
410 the v, 5 verse = * But ye, brethren, are
ot in darkoess, that that day should over-
e you as & thief” This certainly re-
fer's 1o Ohrist's coming, and if the saints
will mot or do not know near the time, |
Inot conceive the propriety of Paul's

, between fhey and ye: for one will
ﬁ?« as muc_h'?s the other about that

tempted 10 prove.
Aguin: | Paer i, 7—11: “ That the

what you have manifestly said, as in the

close of your thitd paragraph you say,
now it will be seen that I said nothing

about restoring the captivity but the Tem-

Ple or Jerusalem.” Let us have what

you did say. In your letter blished . g
Dec. 20, 1837, !-cco':‘ld columen. bil;;'il:ing | consciences of children and youth. And by

of the second paragraph, you say, * there these doctrines I mean, the native depravily
were a namber. of decrees concerning | 204 €orruption of the human heart, the ne-
the restoration of the Jews, and rebuildinz'  cessity of repentance and regeneration by
of Jerusalem.” I did not pretend to quote | the Spirit of God, faith in Christ as the on-
your words. Yet the words are the |ly Savior of lost men,ané justification thro’

elevated piety. They feel, as deeply as
New-England Christians do, the necessity

«he gospel upon the hearts and minds and

trial of your faith, being much more pre.
cioas than of gold that perisheth, though
it be tried by fire, might be found unto

pearing of Jesus Christ: whom having
not seen, ye Jove; in whom, though now
ye see him net, ‘yet believing, ye rejoice

with joy unspeakable, and full of glory:

Same sense; for all must acknowledge |faith in Him as the only ground of accept-

.;}”“ restoration of “ehhw"” at that|ance with God. Taking our publications
ime, was “ restoring the captivily.’”’— | as a whole. t f th and
So I understvad you, ole, they embody more of these

. .. . .
at the time, and so ' kindred truths than any other publications

I understand that sentence to mean yet. o ib ; 5 : oo
This then must close my remarks to € same class and number t_o _e uut? in
our language. 1 do not say this inconsider-

You. For I am fully convinced, ne good
can come of an altercation of this kind. |ately,and | again ask, why should not these
God will take care of his own cause, and | four hundred volomes form a part of every

Recetving the end of y?u:);ﬂilh, t;l'-'on the
alvetion of your souls. which salva-
t?olll e r{m have €nquired andt
searched diligeutly, who prophecied of
the grace that should come unto you,
searching what, (time) or what manoer |
of time, the spirit of Christ which was in
them did signify, when it did testify be-
Horehand the sufferings of Christ, and the
glory that should follow.”
The sum and substance of Peter’s in-
formation is this, that the prophets, by the
spirit of Chris:, did enquire, search, and
find out, the time when Christ should be
crucified, or suffer the just for the unjust,
and the glory that should be revealed at
his appearing, at the end of our faith, and
salvation of our souls, when Christ comes
the second time without sin, unto salvation.
And proves to me beyond a possibility of
a doubt, that the 70 weeks did exactly
testify the time of Christ’s death, and the

-

of me. A few days will disclose the |Sabbath Scheol Library in New-England ?
truth. I remain, dear brother, yours, &c.,| It has been said (not however so far as |
Wi, MiLLER. | can learn by any person who has examined
LETTER IIIL | them) that many of them are light and ficti-
To the Editor of the Vermont Telegraph. ; tious. We have asked those who make this

objection, to put a finger on any one book

Library Books.==Why are not the public=
to which it applies. A vear or two since

ations of the American 8. 8. Union more |
generally circulated in New=England T = : e

we received a very kind Christian letter from
an intelligent lady in Vermont, lJamenting
{

of impressing the distinguishing Joctrines of

all anthentic intelligence of what is taking
place inthe country, are harrassed and a-
larmed by constant reports of the most
contradictory nature. Trade is ata staud,
and fears are entertained, that agriculture
will be abandoned,unless maiters be gpeed-
ily settled.” A graphic deseription of
what is inseparable from war in any form.
The first accounts stated, that Surrawa

had got possession not only of Rangoon, ven
oft rapeated warnings were all in

but of the whole course of the Irawaddy _
betwveen Rangoon and the capital. Al in- | as their subsequent history ’howd.m

\tercourse between the two places, and|as was often confissed in the Jamenti-
consequently with the missionaries at A-|uons of later prophets aver the ruing of
va, was cut off. Their condition, too, |their people. So also has it been in the
was likely to beeome perilous ;—such al-Christinn church. When the fires of
state of things, if continued, must have | persecution have raged, and they have
been very unfavorable to the labors oi‘lllt‘l been’driven from the honors and enjoy-
missionaries generally ; and the war, had | ments of this world to God, the church
it pervaded as it still may, the whole coun- | has become humble. But so soon asthie
try for any considerable length of tinw,‘ external pressure has been taken off, and
would have suspended, if it had not egtire- | the nataral tendeuncies of the heart have
ly broken up, all the missions there. hud -epportunity to_opurate unchecked,

Most readers will recall the persecu-‘ how soon has sl:e forgetien God in the
tions which many yeatsago befel the de-| elation of pride, and through h:r wan-
voled Judson and his co-workers. But|derings from him become exceedingly
what drew upon them the wrath of Bur-| corrupt. And even tothizday the scourge
mah? Notthe gospel truth ; not the char- | of afhiction -has been found essential 1o
acter or crimes of the missionaries; noth-| make her humble and keep her from ruin.
ing which they had done or meposed' to Indeed, the greatuess and extent of the

to enjoy 8 season of great prosperity in

to try and humble them and.preparethem
for prosperity, were yet deemed in greater
danger from this than from any ether
source. How often was the . warngs

repeated and urged upon them,, “k
lest thy heart be lified up and. thi

' the Lord thy God,” and yet ewen

That our publications are not extensively ‘
circulated in New-England, I know, partly

from personal examination and inquiry, and JI that so many books made for children are
partly from the testimony of others in whom ’| o this ctyecicanble cheracios, ¥nd implying
I bave implicit confidence. It may be safe | Ve'Y Strongly that we bad contributed to the
to say, generally, that in a library of three ;-stock. She was told that we not only con-
hundred volumes, seventy-five to one hun- | (Fibuted nothing to the stock, but that we
dred will be the books of the American S. | had doue all we could fo prevent the publi-
S. Union; thirty to filty books of denomin- ! cation of such books, by disapproving them
ational societies, and the residue from the | ? maouscript when the opportuuity was of-
miscellaneous stock of book-sellers. We fered. They have however gone into the
publish from three hundred and fifty to four | hands of hooksellers, and thenee, under a

do ; but merely their supposed connection { dangers resulting from this source almnost
with the English whose armies were car-| exceed helief, and cannot be too strongly
rying fire and sword inwo the heart of Bur- | stated.  The sin of pride, is not in its
mah. It was the war-system of Christen- | nature open, and gross, and shocking to
dom, the dread and hatred of baptized |the common feelings of mankind, but is
warriors, that provoked Burman rulers| peculiarly plausible, deceptive, and fus-
|to threaten vengeance upon peaceful mis- | cinating. ~Nor are its evil effects at once
sionaries whose religion had been so
| grossly belied by those misnamed follow:-
\e1s of the Prince of Peace.

| © The world is fuil of factson this point. |
! A missionary in the South Sea Islands tes- |

cation, it steals over the soul, relaxes its
moral energies, and plunges it into an
ocean of unhallowed and debasing indul-
gencies.

manifest, like a species of mental intoxi-

they are men of integrity, and judgment,and [ the other aimy. . The people, depriv_;ed of, So that the children of Israel, when i.h“‘

Canaan, even alier a long sefies of wan.
derings in the desen, expressly desigued |

)
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nd'a balf,or seven, &c., it becomes | 55, days, the time of his glorious ap-

strong breeze from newspapers, they have

finite. and then comes under the rule of
are, days &e., as in'Rev: xii, 6 and 14,
) sensz, and harmoniz:
It is true
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known that the

‘not sound for nearly 1800
brethren ex
., how could he

all

.. argument, {

not
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And you might have added,

but we shall all

in the twink
&c. NWow brother An

y that Paul,
of the time, told

to avoid the conclu-

ar

admit
of

hat the Holy
do what Christ said he

L d them into all truth;"
that Paul wrote what in fact was not
“when he wrote, “we shall not all

u do not explain
l’:hl._ﬂ much, very
ich you have brought as

text, Math, xsiv, 36, and Mark xiii, 32, 33.
* But of that day, and that hour, knoweth

great error, and as you sav, black is
white, and white is black, to me, and not
only my optic nerves are strained, but my
senses an
ganized. . And instead of your rdicule,
or your arguments, I need your pity and

heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.”

so. And
fess this

trifling with divine things.”

hundred library books, strictly speaking —
and 1 make this statement thus indefinitely,
to allow for differences of opiniop as to|
what is properly a Sabbath-schosl library 'I
book. Now, why should not these three |
hundred and filty or four hundred volumes
be found in every evangelical Sabbath- |
school in New-England? Have they not |
as strong claims to a place there as any |
other books in the market? Are they not |
as cheap? as appropriate 7 as enterlaining ? |
as useful 7 as evangelical? Has any com-

petent person or persons examined and com-
pared them with other books of the same
class, and pronounced them inferior in all

pearing. If this is notso, I must be in a |

reason are completely disor-

pr:fm _ Your next argument which I
hall notice is, the one founded on the

po man, no, not the angels which are in

You say [ uoderstand this literally. 1do |

g:‘u further say, “ I must con-
always looked to me like
How do

passed into the Sabbath School Library,
where they enjoy great popularity. I asked
this good lady to name the book or books

contained in our catalogue, which any intel- |

ligent Christian would pronounce light and
fictitious, but I have had no answer.
Sometimes the very same breath which
casts this undeserved rcproach upon our
books, has been employed to pufl up other
bocks, concerning which a distinguished
clergyman of New-England lately said—
“they are weak, puerile, and in some re-
spects insufferably foolish. 1 am ashamed
that New-England minds should issue such

‘tified that war and rum—they generally
'go together—had in one case which fell
under his own observation, destroyed in a
|single fortnight nearly all that the heralds
of the cross had aceomplished in tweugty
'vears ! How came the devoted Lyman &
Munson to fall sach untimely victims to
the kuife of cannibals? 'I'he war-policy of
Chuistendom, I verily believe, occasioned
it.  Not far from the spot where they were
murdered, a whole village had been not
'ong before laid in ashes by a gangof our
own countrymen sent thither by our gov-
ernment expressly for the purpose. Vhat
fact must have been known, as well as the
general policy and character of Christian
pations ; and on seeingthe missionaries in

And to be keenly alive to its approach,
and to reject, with loathing and herror,
the very first drop of its Circean cup,
requires a moral energy which few pos.
sess. Yet such must be the spiritual
vigor of the church, before she can en-
dure the state of prosperity implied in the
conversgion of the world to God. For in
this it is implied that the scourge of aft
fliction is no longer to be employed, asa
|means of producing humility ; but that
her prosperity is to be like the wave of
the sea. And if the church, with her
present degree of holiness, is unable to
| endure even the small measure of pros-
perity which God sees fit to bestow, how

could she endure the accumulated and *

you understand,
‘““that our Savior
indefinitely.”
as you understand it.
* | hour, is an vaknown
‘ |n day may mean any t
an hour to ten thonsand years, sccording
to your definition, an kour may mean the
same.

mg’dﬂr brether?  Why,
re uses flay and hour
Then let us paraphrase it
Indefinite day, or

riod of time, and
F:nglh of time {rom

productions.”

or any of these respects? If so, who
! | The views of the Society on this subject,

when, and on what grounds? I am per-
suaded that no such verdict has been re- | have been expressed thousands of times in
turned ; no such examination and compari- the strongest and fullest manner. We not
son have been made—and that no books are | °8ly reject fictitious books, properly so call-
to be fonnd in the language, of the same | ed, but we reject whatever seems to be fic-

“ But of that period of time, and
that period of time knoweth no man, no,
got the angels which are in heaven, nei-
ther the Son, but the Father. Take ye
heed, watch and pray: for ye know ot
when the period of time is.”” If this was

|
|

|

Jhese indefinite periods?

Christ’s meaning, why vse day and hour
too? Why this repetition? And why
does Christ explain himsell in the 35th
verse, “at even, or al midoight, or at the
cock-crowing, or in the morning ' Are
If so, why use
the four times, when one might answer
the whole purpose? Ah, my brother,

ou may jeer at my understanding of the
gible; gut truch will stand, and the Bible
will not contradict itself. It is the cause
of God. Again, your question, ** did the
antideluvians know the year when the
flooa would come?’ 1 answer no, be-

|

cause they would not believe. Yet they
might have known the day for God re-
vealed it unto Noah, see Gen. vii, 4 and
10. “So shall also the coming of the
son of man be.” Asyou say, out of your
own mouth will God judge you. Asn
was then, God revealed the lfﬂ_\', even SO
now God has revealed the prophetic day.
And Christ uses the language, no man
konoweth the day, &c.; to show us that we
are not to understand Duniel’s 2300 days

is not admissible

fact that it is not. h
et

the apostles, in this

resi
“motin other things? Where
‘Christian’s hope ?
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to be literal days. He then tells usto
watch for hie coming for we know not
the day and hour, it has not been revealed
by man, nor angels, nor the son of man
her has kept this time in his
Yet we maust watch. How
shall we watch? Peter has told us, " we
have also a more sure word of prophecy;
whereanto ye do well that ye take heed,
as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place, until thé day dawn, and the day
star arise in your hearts; knowing this
first, that no prophecy of the scripture is
of any private interpretation,” (hid, secrgt,
cannot be interpreted,) “for the prophecy”
(comcerning “the power and coming of
m Lord belu'g Chtist,”) “cameh no;l ;n
lime by the will of man; but holy

of Godya ke as they were moved by

the Holy' Ghos.” 2 Peter i, 16—2i.
Thezefore we are 1o watch, by the light of
the “Lamp.” For the ‘wise, ar Noah
did, shall understand. “ But ye brethren
are notin darkoess, that that day shall
you as a thief, but ye are the

class, cheaper, more appropriate, more en-ttiﬁoua,.unles.s we can accompany it with
tertaining, more useful, or more evangelic- | conclusive evidence that it is not so.

al. Why, then, are they not generally | We are willing to submit the character of
circulated in New-England, where, if any | 0ur books in this point, as well as every oth-
where, we may expect to find judgment and | €% t© aoy unprejudiced tribunal that will
diserimination in the selection of the means | €Xamine them, and I Kave no doubt the de-
of religicus irstruction? Ts it because they | cision will be that, as a whole, a like collec-
are supplied elsewhere with as many as !lion of books cannot be found on either or
they need or can afford to purchase? By both sides o the water, combining so much
no means. So far from it, the universal lemermimnﬂn with so much interest, and
complaint is that new books are not 10 be | ¢ much truth with so little thatis light and
had in sufficient number to supply the eray- | fictitious.

ings of Sabbath School children. Apd| Some persons havesupposed thatall Sab-
hence the necessity, we are told, of pub bath School L.braries are furnished by us,
lishing everything that is written, and ofland ihence they bave laid at our door the
buying everything that is published, though | sins of all write.rs and pu.blishers of books
it be Pug’s Note Book, or Pariey’s Tales, | that are found in such libraries. We are
or even Robinson Crusoe! | prepared toanswer for every book in our cat-
The gross abuses of the library system ' alogue, wlich has the imprint of the Socie-
which have arisen from this and other caus- | v upon its title-page. DBeyond this we have
es, are fully exposed in the pamphlet on | P° responsibility. 1f a book is tobe found
this subject, lately published, a copy of | objectionable 1n any riew, with our imprint
which I transmit for your examination. [t |OP it, no greater favor can be shown us than
is not to my purpose 1o examine them bere, | to infurm us of its title, aud the nature of the
but simply to inquire, not why this and that ruhjvcnons.’ We believe however that no
book aré admitted into your schools, but | such book is to be found on our catalogue,
why it is, that of our three or four hundred avd il not, why should not these four hun-
volumes, only ong-fifth, or at most ope-|dred volumes be a part of every Sunday
quarter, are found in them? [ have said : Schopl Library in New-England?

that it is not because they are supplied | Yours, &c,

with better books from other sources—for, FREDERICK A. PACRARD,
after making all due allowances forlocal | Ed. of the Pub. of A. 8. 8. Union.
associations and preferences, it will be Philadelphia, March 10, 1838,

found that at least one-half of most Sab- |
bal:; Schoo‘l_ bLi:rar}es in the country are | ATy
made up of books for the sentiments of | 3 :

which not an individoal in the school will | AT BCTHNT.

hold Kimself respousible. - A newspaperi Few a‘re fully aware howhimportanl is
puff or the general character of the pub- 'the prevalence of peace to the spread of

¢ ; ' Christianity. God in his infinite wisdom
lisher, or the recommenc‘lauon of the book-|gelected a time of profound peace through
seller, is usually a sufficient warrant for the |the Roman Empire for the advent of our

introduction of the book, and when once Savior; and the history of his church
introduced what probability is there that its | would show, that war has in every age
etvors or defivts will be detectad 7 neutralized the effiiciency of the gospel in
‘We present to your community at least
four hundred bound volumes for the use of |
your Sabbath Shchool children. Ea
of them.h_as’ been carefully examined. before | of our religious pspers copying from the
its publication, by a commiftee composed of | “Maalmein Chronicle” published at Maul-

For the Vermont Telegraph.

progress through the world.
Burmah would furnish strong testimo-

Christian lands, and greatly retarded its |

1 . . I
ch one |, v 1o 1he later part of thisassertion. Most

a Christian garb, those savages would | unheard of prosperity of the day when

naturally suspect them of blooa’y designs, | the kingdom, and domiinion, and
and pant to take revenge. the greatness of the kingdom wunder the
Here is matter for serious reflection ;| whole heaven, shall be given to the peo.
and will not the friends of God la_v it to. ple of the saints of the Most H,gh? This
heart, and inquire how far the war-sys-|1s, indeed, a subject demanding deep ard
tem, still tolerated by Christians them-|serious thought; for the whole oF the -
selves, interferes with the grea: work of| great question, Can the chuaréh be pre-
r.'onvel'ting the nations tn Christianiy 71—
Have they nothing to do ir. removiugthis] world to God! centers here. - Can-she
obstacle to the world’s conversion? Can | have resources and honor, and, wealth, -
the world be christianized before its re-) and influence, and yet remain heavenly
moval ? 1f not, must not the cause of peace | minded and low!y in heart? If she can-
be incorporated into the system of iustru-| not, this world can never be converted to
mentalities requ.site for the world's entire| God. Prosperity will but be the ruin of
and thorough conversion to God? And if 'the church. She will riee but to- fall
this must be done sooner or later, how again, and never can she enjoy constant
much longer shall it be delayed ? lsit not prosperity and the smiles of Heaven. Of
high time for Christians of every name 1o course, the church needs a special pre-
take hold of this subject inearnest ? Will| paration on this subject, and oue adapted
not churches, and ministers, and the con- 10 the age in which we live, and to the
ductors of benevolent enterprises, turn | prospects before us. No common degree
|of humility will suffice. A character

their attention to it without delay ?
Stiris. must be formed of humility, so pure

= ar—t——.

'LIGIOU , NY. ltrial ot millenmal prosperity.
__RLLI['IO.I_'_S hllsjp%{iliﬁ\i_——:!cun be done. For if pride can be ex-
EROSPERITY DANGEROUS. icluded from heaven, and if the church
That to the depraved heart of man it|can be prepared to endure egcrnal pros-
has ever been peculiarly difficult to en- perity there, and yet remain pure and
dure the temptations incideut to uncom- lowly in heart cannot the same results be
| mon prosperity, no reflecting person will  produced ‘ by the presence of Ged, and
]dcn\'; and =0 long as a state of mind by breathing the aimvsphere of heaven,
continues to exist in the church by which 'evon on earth? It ma{y be: it will be:
these temp:ations are invested with pow- |for such is the promise of God.
er, so long will it be true that zhe cannat) It is a duty thut God himself demands
endure ;-Ii‘-)spurily. and yet remain incor- lhf; church no longer to evade_. And it
rupt.  Nor is this true alone of the church | suitable efforts are ade, and the presence
taken as a body. It is true of individuals and aid of God inplored, the work can
in all stations, from the highest to the now be done, and the church can be re-
lowest. But on those who are called, in | deemed (rom a sin so odious, so degrad-
the providence of God, to occupy impor- | ing, so destruciive. Her public senti-
tant stations in the church, these tempta-| ment may be made energetic and pure.
tions operate with peculiar power. It|To seek the approbation of God only,
was so even with PPaul, and to prevent and to adore God alone—to be pore,
his fall and ruin, his heavenly Father meek and lowly in heart, may become
decmed it indispensably necessary to send | the constant, habitual, end delightful
and to continue a thorn in the flesh, even  state of mind lh]'ougbo_ut. the church, ana
after entreated by earnest and repeated |to loathe with Lorror, infinite. 1he least
prayer that it might be removed. And if defilement of pride. Then will prosper-
'such things were true even of the -:hIEf% ity, bowever great, have no power to
|of the apostles, what shall be said of us,|corrupt.  So intimate Will be the com-
and of other men? Who will be confi-| munion of the church ' whh God—so
dent that he can stand when even an|clear her views of eternal things—so
'apostle was in such danger of failing?|deep her semse. of the uuer vanity of
And that the danger is real and great,| worldly distinction and human praise,
any man’s experience, who knows any that temptations such as few can pow
'thing of his heart, must have tanght him. | resist, will be stripped of all their power
How often has It been necessary for God | —the baseness, the pollutions, and the
to chastise him, and to bring him low to |ingratitude, the unnumbered evils of
|save him from ruin. And now, after all{ pride, will be so fully seen and deeply:
that God bas done, and s:ill continues l.o‘feil. that the whole soul of the churc;
do, how few are found who can endure} will be turned against it as with the ener«

prosperity unhurt. How dangerous 1o gy of omnipotence.— Pres. Bescher.

And it

pared 10 endure the conversion wf e

deep, and strong, as to endure even the 7

the light.” (Lamp.) - Have
the word of God. * Bt there

decided concerning each and all that they
are évhngelical and appropriate—that they
incalcate the important  religious truths
which these and other ical demomi-
nativas hold in common, and which the Ho-
Iy Spifit employs to lead sinners to Christ.
These geatlemen 1 have known intimately
|for.years ; 1 keow their standing in this
| communiity apd in the churches with which

e the people,
i ‘83 there be false ‘teac

: "ic.'lhavethmfud w-
Ty 1o comvince you of some
of Him who
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palians, and two Presbyterians. They have |

two Metbodists, two Baptists, two Episco-  pein in 1Bur'mah, have informed their

readers of the civil war recently, if no'
still raging there, and of its baleful infla-
ence on missionary efforts in that empire.
Priace Surrawa, brother to the King,
raised the standard of revolt, and ent -
ed himself so strongly in a town abhout
forty miles north of Ava as to throw open
its gates, and challenge an attack from the
royal forces. Meanwhile “the whole
country appears to be in astate of disor-
derand commotion. - Men are said to be
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marching from all quarters to join ane or

successful ministers or evangelists, that
deference for them and their opinions,
which is so nawral, and the peculiar
honor and influence enjoyed by them in
the church; and how ofien in the midst
of prosperous revivals is the Spirit of
God grieved and quenched by the unholy
elation, ingratit and spiritoal pric
which so naturally result. from peculiar
measures of success. Jlndeed, a liabilit
to elation and ingratitude, has been, iu all
ages, the danger of the
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young men is early prosperity, and loi
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| Tae DicniTty or INpivipear Ae-
| TioN.—T'he sense of original :
'sponsibility ought to be preserved in all
our connections with the associations ot
our fellow men. It is ofien the case,
the facilities which societies aﬂ'od_*fo.:

more efficient individual a-tion, a1
de, | verted, and made a plea for doin; Nili

It i= all lef for the society to do.
society seetms to be regarded as & sort of
invisible agent, which 15-always
tive, whatever may he ihe ST
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